
 

“This office belongs to the citizens of the 35th district.” 
State Senator Michelle A. McManus 

 
Michigan Senate urges Congress to exempt recreational boaters from water discharge permit requirement 
A resolution urging the U.S. Congress to spare recreational boat owners from the costs and inconvenience of 
obtaining a federal water discharge permit was adopted by the Senate. 
 
Senate Resolution 179 asks Congress to adopt the Clean Boating Act of 2008, which would restore the 35-year-
old EPA exemption for non-polluting discharges from recreational vessels. 
 
In September 2006, a federal district court issued a ruling requiring the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to regulate ballast water discharge.  Although intended to address only water discharges of oceangoing 
vessels that are largely responsible for the spread of invasive species, the ruling included recreational boats.  
Under the ruling, all vessels would be required to have a federal water discharge permit beginning in 
September 2008. 
 
The resolution emphasizes the responsibilities of Michigan boat owners by stating, “It is critical that owners 
and operators of recreational boats must continue to abide by Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ 
recommendations for the proper treatment of their vessels, including voluntary practices such as a thorough 
washing of their vessels when moving from one body of water to another to minimize the risk of the spread of 
invasive species.” 
 
Copies of the resolution will be sent to the president of the U.S. Senate, the speaker of the U.S. House, the 
secretary of the EPA, and the members of the Michigan congressional delegation. 
 
Law provides a boost to Michigan’s construction industry  
A Senate bill that will provide relief to the state’s struggling construction industry by fixing another structural 
problem in the Michigan Business Tax (MBT) has been signed into law. 
 
Senate Bill 1217, now Public Act 177 of 2008, allows builders to deduct the cost of materials, supplies and 
subcontractor payments from their gross receipts under the MBT. 
 
The measure is expected to help spur Michigan’s economy by enabling construction companies to keep more 
money to retain workers and hire new ones. The bill covers general building contractors, heavy construction 
contractors and some construction special trade contractors. 
 
Contact Me 
My door is always open. Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding state issues. You can reach my Lansing 
office by phone at: 517-373-1725; toll free at 866-305-2135, or contact my Cadillac District Office at 231-775-8599.  
If you received this as a forwarded message and would like to receive future legislative updates via e-mail, 
you can sign up at my website: www.senatormichellemcmanus.com.  


